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NATUREBANK PROGRAM — KURRAJONG COMMERCIAL SAFARI CAMP 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Tourism) [12.04 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome the year 9 students from Penrhos College who are in the gallery today. 

I would also like to update the house on an announcement I made recently with the Minister for Environment, 
Hon Donna Faragher, about the Naturebank program. Naturebank is a partnership between Tourism Western 
Australia and the Department of Environment and Conservation. The program involves identifying sites for 
visitor accommodation in national parks and undertaking due diligence to make the sites investor ready. An 
expression of interest was released in December 2009 for the first site, Kurrajong, which is in the World 
Heritage–listed Purnululu National Park, home to the Bungle Bungle Range. Purnululu National Park is 
renowned for its distinct cultural, geological and ecological features and attracts more than 26 000 visitors a 
year.  

Intrepid Connections, a joint venture between Australian Pacific Touring and Intrepid Travel, has been chosen to 
develop the site. Intrepid Connections will develop a new commercial safari camp catering for up to 20 visitors 
at Kurrajong. Once completed, the camp will provide alternative accommodation to camping, offering a 
comfortable base for visitors to stay several days and enjoy this extraordinary part of the world.  

This is a great example of how the partnership between Tourism Western Australia and the Department of 
Environment and Conservation is working to develop nature-based tourism in regional areas. As well as 
providing a boost to tourism in WA, Naturebank provides opportunities for Indigenous investment, employment 
and capacity building while offering eco-friendly, sustainable accommodation and nature-based tourism 
experiences. It will pave the way for world-class accommodation facilities and activities in the heart of our 
national parks—some of the most stunning and diverse attractions in the world.  

This is the first site release from the Naturebank program. It is anticipated that a range of sites across the state 
will be released, offering some of the world’s most unique tourism experiences. Naturebank is another example 
of how tourism has a profile across government, and I am very pleased with the program’s progress to date.  
 


